
patrons have been gathering weekly for regularly scheduled 
music sessions that many say offers them food for the soul.  
 

 While the lively jam sessions are a popular draw for 
patrons, there are others, like Rufus Ellio  who seek calm. 
A student in the TASK Adult Educa on Program, Ellio  
found a nook awash in sunlight – the perfect spot for his 
weekly tutoring sessions.  
 

 “It’s easier to concentrate back here,” Ellio  said as he 
tackled mathema cs with volunteer Maureen Clark. Clark, 
who has been a tutor with TASK for three years, said prior 
to the renova ons, it was some mes tough to find a quiet, 
“private space to sit and focus,” with her students. The new 
space has even inspired Clark to revive a teaching technique 
she re red because of space constraints. 
 

 “I used to bring my laptop when teaching science to my 
students,” Clark said, explaining that she used the computer 
to show them, for instance, what an erup on looked like 
when they were learning about volcanos. “But I was 
concerned the sounds would disrupt other students, but 
now there is room for that. It’s really nice.” 
 

 In addi on to added space for regular programs, the 
renova on will expand areas used by more than 20 
organiza ons that partner with TASK to offer on‐site 
services to patrons. Before construc on staff carved out 
whatever space they could find to accommodate these 
agencies which donate much needed services such as flu 
shots or eye‐sight screenings. TASK an cipates the 
building’s makeover will alleviate that problem too.  

 

 “We always try our best to accommodate groups that 

want to come in and offer their services,” added Jaime 

Parker, Manager of Programs. “There were many mes 

though, where I would say, well it’s not ideal, but I can offer 

you a table in our dining room, because that is all we had. 

But now we have the space and that, I think, will open 

doors of opportunity.” 

 To say that space is highly coveted at the Trenton Area 
Soup Kitchen, is an understatement. Just ask the patrons 
who frequent TASK’s Share Project – an arts program that 
was regularly suspended from mid‐November to January 
when its space was taken over by holiday dona ons. But 
this year promises to be different since renova ons at the 
Escher Street site are expected to be complete in me for 
a grand opening ribbon cu ng ceremony on May 3.    
 

  “TASK’s open house is our way of showing gra tude 
while showcasing our addi on and making people aware 
that we are a soup kitchen that provides other services 
too,” said TASK Execu ve Director Joyce E. Campbell. 
“Thanks to the community we now have a space that not 
only allows us to further our mission, it’s brightened up 
the place, and in doing so, furthers our commitment to 
sustaining a culture of dignity and respect for patrons, 
volunteers and staff.”   
 

 With music, fun and ‐ of course – food as its backdrop, 
the open house will feature tours of the renova on and 
the 3,300 square‐foot addi on. 
 

 While the bulk of construc on is complete, a few 
projects, including renova ons to the dining room, offices 
and storage spaces, are s ll in the works.   Even so, some 
areas in the now 12,000 square‐foot facility, are already in 
use. Among them is a 415 square‐foot mul ‐purpose room 
that is now the new home of the Share Project. Since the 
room’s comple on earlier this winter, musically gi ed 

A Taste of        Spring 2019 

Rufus Elliot, an Adult Educa on Program (AEP) student sits down with 
his tutor Maureen Clark to review his math worksheets.  
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 In November, TASK 
partnered with Christ 
Temple Ministries to 
open its first meal 
service loca on in 
Ewing. The Ewing 
loca on is part of a 14‐
team partnership that 
provides meals to the 

suburbs of Trenton. Since Fall, the church has already 
served nearly 1,000 meals with plans to serve more.  
 

  “Part of the vision of the church is to serve the 
community,” said Assistant Pastor Reverend Regina 
Gainer who serves the congrega on with her husband 
Senior Pastor Reverend Dr. Nathan Gainer.  “We found 
out about the soup kitchen through word of mouth, 
and it has worked out well for us. People are enjoying 
the food; more are coming.” 
 

 “Whenever we hear there is 
a ‘need for food’ — as long as 
we have the resources, we try 
to help”, explains Paul Jensen, 
Manager of Food Services.  
“Much of TASK’s success relies 
on community partnerships and 
we’re happy to find another 
great partner in Ewing.” 

 

 If you’ve been 
following your local news 
sta on lately, you might 
recognize our friend, Sandro. 
A few weeks ago, he was 
featured on the Rachael Ray 
Show for the huge impact 
he’s had on the lives of 
patrons who eat at TASK —  
and it all started with one 
simple idea. 
 

 Three years ago, a er 
discovering  that many members of his community 
struggled to find shelter during cold winter months, Sandro 
decided he would create a place where people could go 
and get free jackets to stay warm. With help from his mom 
and dad, he built a coat rack and worked with friends, 
classmates and neighbors to collect and organize the 

dona ons from his own home. A few days later, Sandro 
and his dad placed the coat rack near the main entrance of 
the soup kitchen with an invi ng message: “Are you cold? 
Please take one.” This was the start of Sandro’s Coat Rack.  
 

 For low‐income families who struggle to afford winter 
jackets, Sandro’s Coat Rack has addressed a cri cal need:  
clothing to provide warmth. Patrons look forward to 
finding new items every other day when Sandro returns to 
re‐stock the rack with new and gently used items that have 
been generously donated by inspired coat rack supporters 
across Mercer County. To date, Sandro’s Coat Rack has 
distributed more than one thousand jackets to families 
living in Trenton.  
 

 Sandro’s Coat Rack is one example of how Li le hands 
can make a big difference. If you have an idea or would like 
to learn more about how you can help TASK patrons, 
please contact Charlie Orth, Volunteer Coordinator at  
(609) 695‐5456 X 114 or charlieo@trentonsoupkitchen.org.   
 

To read the full version of the story please visit, 
TASK’s blog at StoriesofaSoupKitchen.wordpress.com/ 

d You Know…  
TASK helped 90 people  

find housing last year? 

 Housing is a frequent need 
for many patrons, but thanks to 
TASK’s Case Management team 
we’ve been able to connect 
more people with housing 
services.  S ll, finding a place to 
live is only the first step. O en 
our newly sheltered friends ask 
us for essen als like pillows, 
blankets and shower curtains. 
 

 To help patrons moving into 

their new place, TASK is star ng 

to distribute “Welcome Home 

Baskets” filled with basic 

household items to help our 

patrons truly feel at home.  



3 

“Small acts, when multiplied by millions, can transform the world” - Howard Zinn, Social Activist 
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Dear Friend of TASK, 
 

  There is a sense of excitement in the air at 
TASK these days. No doubt our addi on and 
renovated space have contributed to this. As we are 
in the homestretch of our major building project I 
have had the good fortune to speak with many 
patrons and volunteers who are posi vely 
overwhelmed with the brightness and beauty of 
TASK’s new space. The addi on adds to the dignity 
of the person, a hallmark of our organiza on, as the 
design respects and honors this.  

 

 It is clear to me that our patrons are walking a bit taller and straighter these 
days, and our volunteers feel respected and appreciated.  Our TASK staff has been 
remarkable in their flexibility and have not missed a beat in providing the full range 
of services we offer.  All are excited to see what the future holds for TASK and the 
new ways we will con nue our mission of feeding the body, mind and spirit.  
 

 While TASK is moving forward into a new space, as always, it is the patrons, 
volunteers and staff who make our space feel a li le more like home. Please join 
me on May 3, 2019, and see your generosity in ac on.   
 
 
 
 
 

Joyce Campbell 
Execu ve Director 


